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and being introverted. On the con-

trary, there was even a small link

between wearing glasses and agree-

ableness.

So kids, don’t put off wearing

glasses because you imagine people

will think you are a nerd. And the

rest of you – please stop making

assumptions about people with

glasses! The evidence has spoken.
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The Rubik’s cube is a 6-sided

cube puzzle, just the right size to

hold in your hand. Each side is

made up of 9 smaller squares.

When the puzzle is completed each

side is one solid colour – red, green,

yellow, blue, white or orange. When

a bored child has been playing with

it, each side is a multitude of

colours. The idea is that you twist

various rows of the cube until each

side is one colour only. It was in-

vented by Ernõ Rubik in 1974.

The latest news concerning the

Rubik’s cube comes from a guy

called Tomas Rokicki from Stan-

ford University in the USA. He

spent no less than 1,500 hours

(that’s two months) clogging up a

supercomputer to discover… wait

for it… that whatever the original

(bored child) state the cube is in, it

will take a maximum of 25 moves

to solve it.

Reassuring isn’t it?
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Now, we all know, nerds wear

glasses, right?

Researchers at Melbourne Uni-

versity have done a study to find

out precisely this – whether being

short sighted means you are more

likely to be introverted (ie a nerd).

They worked with just over 633

sets of twins and their families,

spending four years psychologi-

cally testing the group. They tested

for such traits as Openness (in-

cludes an appreciation of variety of

experience), Conscientiousness (in-

cluding self-discipline), Extraver-

sion (includes the tendency to seek

the company of others), Agreeable-

ness (including a tendency to be

cooperative towards others) and

Neuroticism (including the ten-

dency to anger easily).

They were also looking at other

p o s s i b l e  l i n k s  w i t h  s h o r t -

sightedness, such as the environ-

ment and genetics.

In the end they found there was

no link between being short sighted

We know where you live!
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of these people have even filed a

lawsuit aiming to delay the open-

ing of the LHC. They say that the

machine could spawn such exotica

as microscopic black holes, and

‘strangelets’ which could react with

normal matter (ie stuff), causing an

unstoppable chain reaction that

would engulf the world.

The owners of CERN and

physicists around the world are un-

concerned however. As reported on

the CERN website (http://press.

web.cern.ch/public/en/LHC/

Safety-en.html): “microscopic black

holes will not eat you”.
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For those of us of a certain age, the

Rubik’s cube… means not very

much. My parents had one though,

and I remember fumbling about

with it, not really seeing the point.
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By the middle of the year a new and

shiny, and very expensive physics

toy will be switched on. The Large

Hadron Collider (LHC) in Switzer-

land will allow scientists to smash

together, er, hadrons. They will use

it to find things out about antimat-

ter, hidden dimensions, and the

embarrassing lack of knowledge

about the makeup of 96 percent of

the universe.

Hadrons are subatomic particles

which will race around in a 27 km

ring before colliding in a shower of

other particles.

Of course though, doomsday

fanatics have decided that the LHC

is going to at the very least destroy

Earth, if not the entire universe, the

minute it is switched on. A couple
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